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Introduction

This topic deals with the continued dotdlregarding Israeli settlements. The presence of
these settlements is one of the ngostentious issu@s IsraeliPalestinian relations and must be
handled with care and concern. Settlements are present in the West Bank, the Golan Heights, and
East Jausalemdsome settlementgewithin what is traditionally considered Palestinian territory.
Thisis an issue of much concern,tgsreventsthe creation of a Palestinian st&thile these
settlements are considered illegalerthe Geneva Conventiotsrael does notonsiderthem
illegal, leading to an impasBkarthermore,lsraeli military presence at these settlements ha
provided a roadblock for Palestinian development in these areas, with the military causing difficulty
for Palestinian citizens,obkadng farmlad and premntinga fundamental barrier successful
peace negotiations.

IsraeliPalestinian violence has risen in the aesmdhese settlements, with Palestinians
attacking the settlements and Israeli security and settlers attaekingaRsl There have been
several incidés of both sides targeting women and children in these attack$)asbidi led to
more violence. The fragile condition of the peace settlements in this area may lead to concerns about
the possible outbreak dtill-scalewar, and thus the United Nations Security Council must take
charge and help prevent any threats to international peace in the coming years.

The delegates will be asked to determine the fate of these Israeli settlements and determine
how to addresand haltheir growth Delegates should take into consideration the fragile nature of
IsraekPalestinian relations and determine the best route in avoiding increased tensions and
preserving international peace. Delegates should also consider thensghea the Israeli

settlements have on the peace process in the Middle East. Additionally, delegates should look to the
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implications of the growing Israeli settlements on the limited resources in shelaasawater. An
Amnesty International repant October accused Israel of denyingr 200,00@alestinians access

to runningwater (Mitnick).

Background

The issue of Israeli settlements in the West Bank has gained significant momentum in the
international community. The establishment of Iset#déments dates back to $heDayWar in
1967 and refers to | andWebsety oBhadn kt hSce tGrleeemme nLti én)e.
settlements exist within the West Bank. In fact, there are 120 official settlements in the, West Bank
containingsonewhatfewer than 300,000 settlers (ibid). A positive trend has been observed in the
growth of the Israeli settler population; this continuous growth has caused the shortage of natural
resources, increaevels of violence between Palestidad settlex, angdmost importantly,
served as a central point of contention in the negotiations surrounding tHealssiiglian
conflict, frequently prohibiting any dialogue.

The following is a graph illustrating the growth rate of the population of gelers (

approximately 5%):
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The gr aph ReportsViest®ank Jettleonenlsaa ct s and Fi gur es,
Peace Now.

Themap belowllustrates the presence of Israeli settlements (denoted by the blue
coloration) in 2006; sincesth thenumber of settlemeniss increased. The map is taken from the
UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

(http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/OCHAoPt ClsrMp WBO01086.dslf).

Increasingly, the settlements are being built on Palestinian private propamyng to
internationalaw, occupied territory may be seized only for military needs
(Rapport). Additionally, a 1979 decision by the Israeli cabinet prohibited
taking Palestinian land for settlement. Despite such provasamgswith

the Geneva Initiative peace agreement, settlenseinctegased anid
continuously flyr a me d ef@massecurigydreasand, a r
whether or nosuch settlement fithe citeria (ibid). Moreover, Israes
decision to concedhe findings of investigations surrounding the

settlement raises more questions regarding the nature of these

settlements. Attorney Talia Sasado was appointed IRrime Minister

ArielSharontocom@l a report on t he ostpo$ty aeeanostly establsioed t e d
by bypassing procedure and violating the law, displaying false pretense towards some of the State
authorities, and enjoying the cooperation of other authorities in harshnviolati® the | a
(OReqWest sBank Settl ementdo).

According to Peace Now, types of settlers are divided into three main categories, each

representing the incentives for establishing their settlements. These categories include ideological
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http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/OCHAoPt_ClsrMp_WB0106_En.pdf

settlers, qualiyf-life settlers, and ultcathodox settlers Essentially, settlers are motivated
primarily by one divo things: either ideology, thathe belief that they must inhabit the Land of
Israeland prevent a twstate solutionor the desire to have cheapeusing and better living
standard§ 0 RejfVe st s Ba n k . $he gavdrnenene ia bebieyed to provide Israelis with
economic incentives to set up s e tat dreaks gand s ; t |
subsidies on transportatonand edat i on 6 ( S e QualityeohidenSettlers;y Foc u s :
In 2002, Peace Noanlsraeli NGO, conducted a survey of 4,000 settler households in
which they asked respondents for their opinions on matters such as the prospects of peace and
government desions of withdrawing from settlement regions. The graph presented below is taken
from the study conducted By. Michael HoppProfessor D. Jacobson, Professor Y. Peres, and
Professor Y. Schnell (ibid). (For more information, find the link on:

http://www.peacenow.org.il/site/en/peace.asp?pi=62&docid=R Iae findings reaffirmed the

economic motivation of settlement and are illustrated in the following graph:

Main Reason for Living in Settlement
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http://www.peacenow.org.il/site/en/peace.asp?pi=62&docid=2175

Infaceofp essures by numerous NGOs including BG
International, and various United Nations resolutions calling for a settlement freeze, the Israeli
government has responded by referencing a natural population growth that it cannohit®ntrol w
maintaining that the government is not providing economic incentives faeitdsna@bie there.

For more information regarding Israelids rat.i

http://www.peacenow.ord.il/site/en/peace.asp?pi=62&docid=3704

Lastly, the increase in Israeli settlements has caused a struggle over limited natural resources
in addition to health concerns. To begin with, water has been a point of contention. According to
the WorldBankgl sr ael i s consume water four times as m
an October report by Amnesty International claimed that Israel was allowing neighboring
settlementsvirtually unlimited supplies [to watieaving around]0®,000 Palestinians without
runni ng wat erhoweyedhaintains thét jhe shdrtage ia thd faybof Palestinian
infrastructure.

Regardinghealth concerns, Palestinian towns in the West Bank such as Qalgilya are
complaining about the lhaion and sewage being pumped into streams by the neighboring Israeli
settlements. According to a studyrhgnds of the Earth Middle Ea26% of the pollution in the
West Bank is attributable to the Israeli settldrs make up 10% of the populatminthe West
Bank (Winder). The Israeli Water Commission has reported high levels of nitrate pollution from
untreated sewage (Tagar et Al.). The sources of the pollytiofieatdoth Palestinian adsraeli
Regarding the Israeli settlement sourbesfdilowing chart illustrates the inadequate sewage

treatments that are threatening agriculture and people in the region:
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http://www.peacenow.org.il/site/en/peace.asp?pi=62&docid=3704

Treatment of Sewege from Israeli Settlements

6% Adequate treatment

48% Inadequate
treatment

22% Currently in
implementation

17% No data

7% Unclear

The chart i1 s taken from OA Seeping
http://www.foeme.org/index_images/dinamicas/publications/publ30_1.pdf

ACCESS: Closed and Restricted Areas for Palestinians

Current Status:

the Ralestinian people.

ments in the
West Bank, January 2006.
Produced by the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of

Humanitarian Affairs - public UN
source. e
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Israeli Settlements remain a problem to thjshaag
are several areas where Palestinians have restdessdand
are unable to move freely. In the image tethareas in
which Palestinian access is restrarieshown by the dark

and light magenta areas. These areas in which either

Currently, 28000 Israelis live in settlements in the

Israel in 196there remain 102 unauthorized outpgodtse

West Bank, which Israel does not officially recognize

Bomb:

settlements or outposts create barriers and are a hindrance to

West Bank and 190,000 in settlements in East Jerusalem. While

Israeli citizens are only allowed to move to areas cdptured


http://www.foeme.org/index_images/dinamicas/publications/publ30_1.pdf

©0 Pal e st ilsraelaSettemehthRestrictihrin Table 1, the population growth of Israelis in

various settlements is shown, with tremendous growth being shown in the last thirty years.

Jewish

Population
West Bank
Gaza Strip
Golan
Heights
East
Jerusalem
Total

1948 1966 1972 1983 1993 2004 2007

480 0 1,182 22,800 111,60C 234,487 276,462
30 0 700 900 4,800 7,826 0

0 0 77 6,800 12,600 17,265 18,692
2,300 0 8,649 76,095 152,80C 181,587 189,70€
2810 0 10,608 106,59¢ 281,80C 441,16¢ 484,862

Table 1
Jewish Population Growth in Israeli Settlements

These settlements have contributed to the increaseePalestine violence in the area

there have been several documented cases ofeyiolehaling;

1

On 20 June 200 the settlement of Itamar, a Palestinian killed a mother and three
children in their hom®gudkevitch and Keingn

In November 2007, a violent settler protest occurred in the Palestinian village of
Funduk as a result ofattler being killed by Palestinians. The settlers rampaged in

the village, destroying cars and houses.

In December 2008, masked Jewish settlers attacked a house of Palestinians, with the
help of Jewish security guards.

In April 2009, in the settlementRdt Ayin, a Palestinian with an ax killed a 13 year

old boy and wounded a 7 year old bapifin and Kajz
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1 ©On 23 November 20020 Israeli settlers attacked Palestinian vehicles in the West
Bank.
1 Several Israeli settlers have begun attacking Palestipgaity @s a result of

attempts by the Israeli government to remove illegal West Bank outposts.

oMasked Jewish settlers from the Yitzhar settlement prepare to hurl stones towards Palestinian
stonethrowers on the outskirts of Hawara village, just sdddiblof, in the northern West Bank
on 1 June 20@

In a leaked defense report, allegedly 3 out of every 4 Israeli seitiddirgtprojects do
not have proper permits to do so, with the knowledge of the govero@etthehent daba
Furthermore, PrimmMinister Benjamin Netanyatassaid that he has no intention of ending the

settlements, even though they clearly violate internatioi@ tlsvOctober 20Q%e said a

solution had been reached, though what solution specifically still remaing.a myster
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